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PEACE. 

BY REV. J. H. CLINCH, D.D. 

Lord, let us ever be 

At peace with Thee ! 
Tempests are raging round, 
And cares and griefs abound; 
Contests with earth and sin, 

And fears within. 

Lord, let our conflicts cease, 

Give us Thy peace ! 
Troubled and tempest-tossed, 
Wearied and worn and lost ; 
Drive sorrow from our breast, 

And give us rest ! 

Strike from our impious hands 

Sin's rebel brands. 
With Thee, the Lord of life, 
Our souls have been at strife. 
Oh ! to our stubborn will 

Say, " Peace, be still." 

Through Jesus Christ we pray, 

He is the Way; 
He can our souls supply 
With mercies from on high. 
He can Love's reign increase, 

Great Prince of Peace. 



— Selected. 



WAR THE ONE FOE OF ITALY. 

BY THOMAS CHASE, LITT. D., IX. D. 

Few things in the recent history of the world were 
sadder than the bondage in which the several States of 
Italy were held less than a generation ago ; few things 
more admirable than the faith and courage with which the 
Italian patriots, especially the young men, hoping against 
hope, stood eager to seize every opportunity which offered 
even the slightest promise of effective labor for their 
country's freedom. Never shall I forget the many marks 
I saw, when travelling in Italy in my early manhood, both 
of her indignant grief at her slavery and her resolute de- 
termination, while biding her time, ere long to throw off 
her yoke. Not a few of the young men, in all parts of 
the peninsula, confided to me their sorrow and their hope, 
in burning words so intense and significant that they can 
never fade from my memory. In this age of many 
wonders and many triumphs of great and good causes, 
nothing, unless it is the emancipation of the slaves in our 
own country, has given me greater pleasure than the inde- 



pendence and unification of that glorious land, whose 
consummation was so well told in those proud and historic 
words with which Victor Emanuel opened the first session 
of the Italian Parliament in the city of the Caesars : 
"The work to which I have consecrated my life is com- 
pleted, and Italy, united and free, is restored to herself 
and to Rome." 

The results of the emancipation of Italy have not been 
disappointing to the friends of human progress. The 
free exercise of religion in accordance with the individual 
conscience is secured, popular education has been intro- 
duced and widely extended, railways, aqueducts and 
other public works have been constructed, commerce, 
manufactures and agriculture have flourished as never 
before ; wages have advanced and the savings of the 
working people have greatly increased. Unwonted signs 
of material prosperity and intellectual and moral improve- 
ment meet you on every side ; and from the faces of the 
people — with one exception to which I shall refer — the 
look of depression and despair, of old so striking and so 
painful, is gone. 

One would think that all mankind would rejoice with a 
country so emancipated, and that no obstacle would be 
thrown in the path of her progress by any of her sister 
nations. And yet the Christian nations of Europe, 
through a great defect in their civilization, are to-day 
most dangerous enemies of the liberty, prosperity and 
progress of this young and hopeful country. 

Attention has been often called to the severity with 
which military burdens are pressing upon Italy, and the 
suffering from starvation and disease thus entailed on 
many of her inhabitants, whose faces to-day bear the 
marks of a deeper despair than that which was stamped 
by tyranny in former years. It is of course a mistake, 
as Signor Crispi has lately shown, to speak of the great 
public debt and the heavy taxation of Italy as occasioned 
exclusively by her military expenditures ; her enlightened 
support of education and public improvements of many 
kinds, so greatly neglected by the former governments, 
entailed upon her very large expenses, wisely and cheer- 
fully borne. These expenses, however, do not exceed 
the limit of her ability ; and if her military expenses could 
be reduced to what is necessary for the support of a very 
small army adequate for the suppression of brigandage 
and for action as a national police force, she could appro- 
priate still more money to beneficent uses without being 
seriously burdened. There is one cause and one only of 
the unbearable oppressiveness of her public burdens, and 
that is the barbarous institution of war. 

"Whether it be the supposed necessity of her making a 
contract to keep a great military force in readiness to de- 
fend Austria and Germany against attack, in return for 
the guarantee given by those powers to maintain by force 
and arms her title to the possession of Rome and the old 
papal States, or the general necessity, which Signor Crispi 



